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Actually Making Disciples
There are three commands and instructions that Jesus gave His disciples
that rise above the others. We put the word "great" in front of them to
identify their signi cance and importance. They are the Great
Commandments and the Great Commission. Yes they are great, but
they are also simple. Simple enough for a child to understand. Love God,
love people, and show others how to love God and love people.
LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE. MAKE DISCIPLES.
Jesus made it simple so we wouldn't get it confused or forget it. But
sometimes we still do both. Although it's simple to grasp, it's not always
easy to do.
The one command that people tend to confuse,
forget, misunderstand, and find the hardest to
actually do is...make disciples.
We want to help you.
The process Jesus modeled for His disciples included phases or steps that
anyone can follow. At rst they didn't understand what He was doing, but
eventually they would all understand and follow His example, and make
disciples everywhere they went. You will see these aren't mechanical steps
or just a list of things to do, but they are natural in the flow of life.
STEP ONE: Understand the Command - "Make disciples"
STEP TWO: Give the Invitation - "Come and see".
STEP THREE: Explain the Basics - "Listen to Me".
STEP FOUR: Practice Together - "Do as I have done".
STEP FIVE: Repeat - "I am sending you..."
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Actually Making Disciples

Step One: Understand the command
"Make Disciples"
Discipleship simply means following Jesus into someone’s life, and
showing them how to love God and love people the way He did. This is
Jesus’ way of multiplying Himself and changing lives.
As we walk with Jesus through life, He teaches how to love God by listening
to His voice, trusting His works, and obeying His Word. He shows us how
to notice people, serve them, and bring healing. When you model this in
your life and pass it on to others, you are making disciples.
You can not talk your way into being a disciple.
You have to live it out! And this is done in the
context of life and relationships, not a manual.
If we are to seriously follow Jesus’ example of making disciples, then we
have to show them how to love God and love others like He did.
This is why the “come and
see” and “come and
follow me” invitations are
so signi cant. Jesus gave
the invitation to watch
Him,
and
become
involved in His life and
mission. This is making
disciples!
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Actually Making Disciples

Step Two:

give the invitation
"Come and See"

How do I find people to disciple?
In John 17, Jesus claims that the Father gave certain people to Him, and
Jesus’ role was to reveal the Father to them. In the same way, Jesus has
given certain people to us who need to see Him and know Him. These
people will be “prepared” by the Spirit of the Lord to engage in our lives,
and us in theirs. In Luke 10, Jesus calls them “people of peace.”
As you interact with people, the Lord will lead you
to certain ones who will be “people of peace”,
and you will know it.

They will be people you connect with.
They will be people who are on your mind a lot.
They will be people who seem to "hang around" you.
They will be people who are hungry to learn more.
When you nd them, "stay with them", Jesus says. Intentionally do life with
them, and show them how to love God and love people.
Once the Lord reveals a person to you, or even several, you can approach
them with the intention of spending time together for the purpose of
growing in your walk with God. Ask them if they would like to get together
on a regular basis to discover and practice more of how Jesus loved God
and loved people. Then leave it with them to get back to you. If they do,
then you are ready to begin one of the most exciting and profound
journeys in life...making disciples!
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Actually Making Disciples

Step Three: Explain the basics
"Listen to Me"
What are the basics?
Unfortunately this is a question too many Christians do not have a good
answer for. Even after walking with the Lord for years, they have trouble
"putting their finger on it".
I suppose people may have di erent opinions on the necessary basics that
should be explained. However, there are clearly major themes presented in
Scripture, and in conversation with Jesus that provide a solid foundation
for building a person's faith.
 Creation establishes our identity and purpose.
 Sin and evil enter and the battle begins.
 The plan of death to separate us from God.
 The plan of salvation to reconcile us to God.
 Jesus is the sacrificial Lamb.
 Jesus conquers death.
 Our eternity is with God.

It must be clearly understood that the Holy Spirit is the True Guide in the
process. He is the One who gives instructions regarding what needs to be
said and done and when. He will guide you and bring various responses
and issues to the surface at the right time. So allow your times together to
go wherever He wants them to go. Always be listening and in prayer as
you engage in these important conversations.
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Step Four:

Practice Together
"Do as I have done"

Step 3 should take a few weeks to lay the foundation of our Identity as
followers of Jesus. From the beginning the focus is on Jesus, and why
humanity needs Him.
After this initial time of grounding in understanding, there needs to be a
switch to where you begin integrating information with imitation. This
means going out and practicing what you are teaching and learning. This
can be accomplished by spending one week reading, discussing, and
praying through key Scriptures that tell us what Jesus said and did, and
then the next week going out and doing something similar.
For example, you may read
about the time when Jesus
washed the disciple's feet, and
decide to experience that for
yourselves, or go somewhere
and do something good for
someone
without
them
knowing who did it. Use your
imagination.
You are encouraged to do one or more such activities each week, and
explore what Jesus did, and what He wants to do through you today.
Sometimes one may be doing and the other one observing until they feel
con dent to do it themselves. The important thing is to follow Jesus by
doing what He did.
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Step Five:

Repeat
"I am sending you..."

Ultimately the goal is reproduction - multiplication - disciples making
disciples. This should always be our intention. When we invest in someone
to help them love God and love people, our desire is that they will also
invest in someone else for the same purpose.
So as you teach someone the basics, and practice together what Jesus said
and did, you also watch for the opportunity to challenge them to do the
same with someone else. This is how disciple-makers make disciples. This
was always Jesus' intention - so much so that when it came time for Him to
leave, He was able to declare His work "finished" (John 17:4-6).
We want to continue to help you.
If you believe getting support and
suggestions for each week you
spend discipling someone, then we
recommend the "Week-By-Week
Guide to Actually Making Disciples".
You can download it free, with no
strings attached.
Just go to http://theedgehc.com/
May the Lord grant you favour with
your people of peace, and give you
great joy as you actually make
disciples.

5 SIMPLE STEPS ANYONE CAN FOLLOW

